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PHOTOS SENT UNDER SEPARATE ATTACHMENT

Glacier Symphony’s “The Dream” concert offers young people an introduction to classical music 


With an enticing offer of free tickets for students up to age 22 and featuring three up-and-coming young student musicians in solo performances, Glacier Symphony aims to introduce young people to the thrill of classical music at its April concerts in Whitefish and Kalispell. 


Music Director of GSC, John Zoltek, has invited the winners of the 2009 Young Artist Concerto Competition, sponsored by the Montana Association of Symphony Orchestras (MASO) to perform solo works with the Glacier Symphony. Saturday, April 25, the performance will be held at Whitefish Performing Arts Center, at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, April 26, the concert will be held at 3:00 p.m. at Flathead High School in Kalispell. 


The concert repertoire will also feature the Glacier Symphony in tribute to Felix Mendelssohn’s 200th birthday with “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”  Special guest, Alpine Theatre Project’s David Ackroyd, will narrate from Shakespeare’s immortal play that will introduce and set the scene for Mendelssohn’s great music. 


“I titled this concert ‘The Dream’ because of its focus on young performers who have found their calling in classical music,” explains Zoltek. “The musicians were chosen in three age categories; middle school, high school and college. Each of them has discovered that classical music is not just an ancient practice but also a creative and intellectual discipline that offers the unimaginable rewards of potential artistic accomplishment.   These young soloists, not unlike our other young symphony players, have found the rich treasures of music and are making this discovery their own. Classical music is a living art very relevant to our time and the passion of these young musicians shows it.”

Violinist Sarah Harmsworth, 15, began studying the violin at age 5 when her family lived in New Mexico. She was the youngest member of the Santa Fe Youth Symphony. At age seven her family moved to Texas and she joined the University of Texas String Project. Later the family moved to Montana’s Bitterroot Valley when she was eleven. In addition to the violin, Sarah has also played cello and viola with the Bitterroot Valley Youth Orchestra. In 2007 she won the Montana State Spelling Bee, winning a trip to Washington, D.C., where she advanced to the fifth round of the National Spelling Bee. She currently studies violin with Margaret Baldridge, Professor of Violin at the University of Montana.  Her father, Donald, is a cellist and she has joined with him in performances with symphonies in Missoula, Butte and Helena. She also played in the All-Northwest and Montana All-State Orchestras.  In addition to violin, Sarah enjoys skiing and playing tennis.


Jesse MacDonald, 16, is currently a violinist with the Bozeman Symphony Orchestra and Billings Youth Orchestra.  He is Concertmaster of the Bozeman High School Symphony I and Kamerata, and has previously held Concertmaster positions with Montana All-State Orchestra, Beverly Hills Chamber Orchestra, and Interlochen Symphony Orchestra.


Jesse has won several important competitions. He performs regularly as first violin with the Vivace String Quartet, Duo Dolce and the Evelina String Quartet, which has toured throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin. Jesse has taken part in master classes with Hilary Hahn, Rachel Barton-Pine and Midori. His teachers are Carrie Krause and Stephan Cepeda.  He plays on a 1912 Coretelli, made in France.


Chelsey Padilla, piano, is currently a college senior studying piano under Laurel Yost at Montana State University in Bozeman.  She began taking fiddle lessons when she was four years old and began studying piano when she was five years old.  She was involved in fiddle contests throughout her childhood but began focusing on piano in high school.  She participated in choir and orchestra throughout high school and college. She is the co-concertmaster of the MSU Symphony Orchestra and is looking forward to the upcoming MSU Symphony tour to Thailand, Singapore, and Vietnam this summer.  Along with the MASO award she was the 2006 Montana State University Concerto Competition winner, the 2007 collegiate winner of the Montana MTNA Piano Competition.


This concert weekend is sponsored by:  Glacier Bank, Flathead Electric Cooperative, The Red Lion Hotel, Semitool, Stahlberg & Sutherland, and Western Building Center.

Tickets for “The Dream” concert are priced at $23 for adults, $18 for seniors and free for youth. Reserved Seat Tickets are available by calling the GSC office, 257-3241.  Those ticket holders who want to bring students for free may have to make special arrangements to sit together.  Tickets are available online at www.gscmusic.org and at GSC outlets: Books West in Kalispell; The Village Shop, and Montana Coffee Traders-downtown, in Whitefish; Glacier Wallflower in Columbia Falls; ArtFusion in Bigfork; Sliters Ace Hardware in Lakeside and at the door. Call 257-3241 for more information. 

CONCERTALK Scheduled 


Maestro Zoltek will talk about the stories behind the concert pieces and the composers who wrote them at two free concert talks beginning at 6:45 p.m. on Saturday April 25 at Whitefish Middle School Performing Arts Center and 2:15 p.m. on Sunday at Flathead High School. The ConcertTalk series is an occasional lecture series before selected Masterworks concerts. 


SIDEBAR 1

Symphony Rush tickets available at FVCC


A limited number of reduced price rush tickets to “The Dream” concert will be offered Friday, April 24, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Flathead Valley Community College. All tickets will be $12 during the special two-hour rush period. The tickets will be sold in the foyer of the student services building, outside the bookstore. The special sale is open to the public; Free Student Tickets may also be picked up during Rush. Visit the Website www.gscmusic.org or call 257-3241 ext. 1.
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